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YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH 
Family album 

Dvar Torah — Va’eira 

 
Thursday-Sunday, 

1/17-1/27 

Mid-Winter  

Vacation 

NO SCHOOL 

**** 

Mark your calendars 

for the biennial 

People & Places 

Around the World Fair 

Wed., 2/20/19, 

Grades 1 - 5 

More information 

will follow. 

The seventh plague – hail – was unique in that it was the only plague that the Egyptians 

could have avoided simply by obeying the advance warning of Hashem and bringing all 

their property indoors. Indeed, the Torah tells us that some Egyptians did heed this warning 

and were spared the devastation. Others did not, and suffered from the awesome force of 

the pounding hail. The question begs to be asked: Why didn’t all the Egyptians listen to 

Hashem and save themselves from the destruction? 

  

The Da’at Z’kaynim states, “Because with wickedness they left their animals in the fields 

and they did not believe in Hashem”. It seems that their refusal stemmed from a lack of 

belief in Hashem’s word that the plague would occur. But, after six crushing plagues - 

blood, frogs, lice, wild animals, cattle disease and boils, all forewarned with precision and 

clarity - shouldn’t logic dictate that the Egyptians at least be cautious to avoid monetary 

loss? Weren’t they afraid of even the possibility of damage? 

  

One of the most powerful psychological mechanisms of the human mind is the drive to 

maintain consistency in all situations. The Egyptians’ steadfast refusal to believe in Ha-

shem regarding the ultimatum to set the Jews free caused them to deny even the possibility 

of Hashem carrying out His threat of hail, in order to maintain a consistent attitude. Their 

rejection of Hashem’s request to free the Jews had strong ulterior motives – the loss of an 

army of slave labor would undoubtedly adversely affect their economy. This same motiva-

tion to prevent financial loss should only have served to compel them to obey Hashem and 

save their animals from the devastating hail. But, the need for consistency didn’t allow 

them even to be cautious, and demanded that they suffer this loss in order to deny Hashem 

completely.  

 

The argument for consistency is a favorite strategy of the Yetzer Harah. While many temp-

tations seem simply too powerful to resist, other challenges to our willpower are not as for-

midable, and we want to overcome them. Yet, our cunning adversary taunts us, “You don’t 

keep that other mitzvah and you violate that halacha, how can you act like such a tzadik all 

of a sudden? You’re inconsistent, a hypocrite and a phony!” It is essential that we realize 

that any mitzvah we can grasp should be as precious to us as gold and diamonds. Would 

we refuse money today just because we had foolishly turned it down in the past, and we 

would appear inconsistent? 

  

The  taunts of  inconsistency appeal to  our  sense of pride and vanity. If we are humble 

enough to acknowledge our occasional  mistakes  and  move  forward and upward to capi-

talize on every opportunity for spiritual growth,  we  will emerge victorious in our battle 

with the Yetzer Harah. 

http://search.msn.com/images/results.aspx?q=parent-teacher%20conferences&FORM=SSIR&mkt=en-US


                                            From Mr. Yehuda Goldstein, General Studies Principal 
 

“Reading is fundamental”. There is truth in that old adage, in both the practical sense, as 

well as in that famous play on words we all know — “Reading is (indeed) fun…damental”.  

We all know, intuitively and from empirical evidence, that the more we read, the more 

enhanced the “wiring” and “synapse firing” in our brains actually and physically become, 

especially at early ages. This applies to our mind’s command of language, its level of ana-

lytical thinking, and certainly with the basic acquisition of new knowledge. But for a child, 

especially a child attending school, another pivotal dimension comes into play, and that is 

his sense of emotional well-being. Children grow in self-confidence in proportion to their 

successes. And…we all know another adage, “Knowledge is Power.” 

 

To this end, 

we have, 

over the 

years, intro-

duced read-

ing incentive programs at YDH including, 

“The Great Summer Reading Challenges”, 

“Passport to Reading”, “Read to Suc-

ceed”, “The Reading Roller Coaster”, and 

“Classroom Book Clubs”. These projects 

have all met with varying degrees of suc-

cess in promoting independent recreation-

al reading. But…they all take… or took…

place at school. We need to succeed in 

having our students internalize the joy and 

pleasure that is intrinsic to good reading as 

well as that sense of contentment felt 

when reading satisfies a thirst for infor-

mation about things for which they truly care to know more!  And here is where we, sadly, fail!!!... Distraction!!!   As 

the kids see it, School is the place for books 

and hard work and lessons! And…reading?…

well, it’s just part of all that. After school, 

comes the period of “Down – Time” when 

kids can and should be - just kids.  How in 

the world can we overcome this enormously 

damaging perception that reading is a chore, 

one that is respected, understood, and even 

accepted by students, yet is still perceived by 

them as – dare I say – a necessary evil! 

 

Clearly, as teachers and parents, we are 

struggling, here, with the question of how to 

get 21st Century students who are routinely 

engaged in relentless digital stimulation as 

their “down-time” form of recreation or lei-

sure, to also share this time (“Recreation or 

leisure” ) - even if just for a little bit of it - 

with that timeless gift we call reading. To be sure, there are numerous research studies on the question of whether digi-

tal stimulation is, in itself, good or bad, in the context of child development.  Surprisingly, some studies even show that 

there are developmental benefits. These include skills such as problem solving, hand-eye coordination, multi – tasking, 

and others with considerable value. While the research results are debatable, one fact is not!…gaming can become and 

often is addictive!!!... to adults and especially to children. As parents you are tasked with the unenviable responsibility of 

making choices for your children to keep them within the delicate balance of happy and wholesome! In this article, my 

intention is not to be an advisor on this question. I am not an educational psychologist and am not qualified to do so. 

As an experienced educator, however, I know children. Chazal teach us that almost everything is permitted but even 

then, only within limits. Alcohol is permitted ... but within limits. All emotions are permitted ... but within limits.   



ETEL GOLDSTEIN CHESED FUND 
 

If you would like to acknowledge a simcha/honor, or convey your condolences to someone,  

the YDH Etel Goldstein Chesed Fund can do it for you.   

Please send in the information and a $5.00 donation.  

to the YDHWO, c/o Shelley Babich, Librarian. 

This principle applies broad spectrum. When gaming 

or virtually any other activity is excessive, there will 

ultimately be a high cost. With students, that can be 

obsession, loss of focus during class, going to sleep 

really late, sneaking at late hours to play games for 

hours without parents’ knowledge, and certainly 

missing homework / pre-test studying and neglecting 

any type of reading. All of these are definitely not 

such good outcomes and may happen if left uncon-

trolled. These are facts verified by experience and 

studies. And here is where READING becomes the 

remedy!  

 

Kids DO need leisure time or “down-time” after a 

long hard day at school. That need is real and 

should be respected! But it should not come at a 

cost. Reading does not only rewire the brain with amazing thinking skills, knowledge, and inspiration, but it can also 

bring joy and satisfaction – Hey! it’s really great FUN! In fact, it CAN, itself, be a form of leisure time / down – time 

given a chance! 

 

This article is an appeal to all concerned parties. Let us begin to see the activity of “Reading by our children” and / or 

“Reading by parents to children” not as a peripheral activity - a sort of footnote to homework. Instead, let us increas-

ingly see it as the primary driver for student 

academic success that it is! The limits or re-

strictions you make for your children’s use of 

time is your rightful choice as his parent. But…

it is imperative that part of that time be dedi-

cated to recreational READING!.. every night! 

The statistics are clear. Ten to Twenty minutes 

of recreational reading every night result in 

exponential growth of knowledge, vocabulary, 

multi-faceted skills, and self-confidence relative 

to those students who read only at school. 

AND…it is so much fun!    

                                                    

Reading is indeed FUNDAMENTAL! 

 

I wholeheartedly invite parents to partner with 

me and the faculty in this endeavor to have our 

students – your children - perceive READING 

as the gift that it truly is and to find in it a 

place for joy that it truly provides. Ideas, experiences, suggestions, recom-

mendations are truly welcome! Feel free to call or email. 718 258 4441, 

x17, or ygoldstein@ydh.org 



 
 

We are pleased to announce that YDH will commence our  
Blended Learning Pilot Program on January 30, 2019.   

We want to thank Mrs. Lowenstein, Grade 2, and Mrs. Davidowitz, Grade 4,  
for undertaking the arduous task of training for the successful 

implementation  
of this innovative program in their classes. 

 
We want to express our confidence and support for their amazing effort. 

From Ms. J. Bergida, 5th Grade General Studies Teacher 

 

The Fifth Grade is tackling the genre of fantasy with Charlotte’s Web, by 

American author E. B. White.  In reading and writing, we have compared and 

contrasted stories, made inferences, and gathered details using graphic organ-

izers.  The class is filled with excitement over our ongoing vocabulary games 

and championships. We have been expanding our vocabulary daily.  In writ-

ing, we have mastered sentence structure, subjects, predicates, and punctua-

tion. 

 

Our science is really exciting. We are studying plant and animal cells, their parts and functions. We 

are learning about how organisms grow and reproduce, and how certain traits are inherited. 

 

We increased our geography skills by studying the globe and its features. We learned about the 

Prime Meridian, the equator, lines of latitude and longitude and much, much more. We have dis-

cussed how historians gather and use information in order to study the past. Our class has explored 

how ancient people have migrated from Asia to the Americas and what life was like so many years 

ago. We have learned about Cristopher Columbus and his voyages, as well as other European ex-

plorers. 

 



“Talmid HaShavuah” -  12/24-12/28 
 
Grade 1 — Yitzchak Moshe Binson, Dov Refael 
Leyton 
Grade 2 — David Abergil, Baruch Leib Segal 
Grade 3 — Moshe Cohen, Mordechai Freimark, 
Yinon Hasson, Eli Avraham Israilov 
Grade 4 — Noah Davidovich, Shlomo (Henry) 
Madnick 
Grade 5 — Shimon Abitbol 
Grade 6 — Yitzchok Yechiel Brand, Gavriel Mal-
ka, Mattityahu Pavel 
Grade 7 — David Miller 
Grade 8 — Meir Yaakov Kivelevitz, Meir Perl, 
Tzvi Yehuda Robinson 

“Student of the Week” -  12/24-12/28 
 

Grade 1 — Nesanel Kahan 
Grade 2 — David Avisara 
Grade 3 — Daniel Kenigsberg 
Grade 4 — Danny Hofman 
Grade 6 — Netanel Samet (ELA),  Avraham 
Mosseri (SS), Daniel Wicentowsky (Math) 
Grade 7 — Aron Manahim (ELA), Jeremy 
Greenberg (SS & Math), Dov Rosenberg (Sci.) 
Grade 8 — Noach Birnbaum (ELA), Evan 
Lewis (SS),  Isaac Eliezer (Math) 

BOX TOPS CONTEST 

 

Keep sending in Box Tops (25 at a time)!  Make sure to label them 

with your child's name and class.  The winning class will get Yeshi-

va Dollars after winter break which can be used in the Dollar Store 

at the end of the year which has prizes and raffles available! 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

  



 

            

 

YESHIVA  DERECH HATORAH 
 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
 

 

“SPORTSMAN  OF  THE  WEEK”      
 

 

  GRADE   STUDENT 

 
  UPK – N   Eli ESKENAZY 

 

  UPK – S   Yonatan DEUTSCH 

 

  NURSERY     Jonathan COHEN 

                         

  PRE – 1A   Ari WOLF 

       

  FIRST   Isaac BINSON 

       

  SECOND   Solly  BILLAH  /  Eli  WEISMAN   

    

  THIRD   Michael  MALKA 

 

  FOURTH   Aryeh  MENDELSOHN  /  Michael  WEISMAN 

 

  FIFTH   Jacob  FRIDMAN 

 

  SIXTH   Ariel  SAITSKIY    

   

  SEVENTH   Yakov  BENTSUR  /  Daniel  TENNENBAUM 

    

  EIGHTH                         Eliyahu  ABOKHIYAYEV  /  Nachman   DEUTSCH 

 

       

          Teacher:   Mr. R. Weitz 

 

       Week of  12/24/18-12/27/18 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We are so proud of the superb achievements our students attained during the First 

Trimester of the 2018 / 2019 school year.  Though all our students worked 

hard for their success, we must recognize those students who went the “extra mile” in 

effort, scholarship, and midot!  To that end, we proudly post the names of the First 

Trimester candidates for the Bnei Binah Honor Society, which recognizes 

students who have demonstrated outstanding scholarship, superior effort, 

and excellent midot in both departments!!!  Similarly, we proudly post the 

names of the First Trimester candidates for the Keter Shem Tov Honor 

Society, which recognizes students who displayed outstanding effort and 

exceptional midot in both departments! 

 

Additionally, students in the First Trimester, who excelled in the manner described 

above in at least one department, Limudei Kodesh or General Studies, have been noted 

for Departmental Honors .  

 

To achieve membership for the school year 2018-2019, in any of the honor 

programs, Bnei Binah, Keter Shem Tov, or Departmental Honors, a student 

must be named as a candidate in two of the three trimesters, including the last 

trimester. 

Congratulations!      

We are proud of all our students!  



 

Grade 2 

Dov Deutsch 

Michael Kurlander 

Nathan Wicentowsky 

Grade 3 

Yoni Dubrow 

Abe Ibrahim Grade 4 

Benny Langer 

Mozy Rose 

Moshe Tokayer 

Grade 5 

Akiva Simchon 

Grade 6 

Zachary Brand 

Netanel Samet 

Grade 7 

Elie Husarsky 

Davey Kivelevitz 

Cheski Silverstein 

Grade 8 

Gavriel Friedman 

Shapse Fuchs 

Dov Hochman 

Eliyahu Rosenberg 



 

Grade 2 

Shimon Korogodsky Grade 4 

Zev Deutsch 
Grade 6 

Aryeh Hochman 

Avi Simon 

Uriel Wolff 

Grade 5 

Ami Mizrahi 

Dovid Saar 

Grade 7 

Micky Golshan 

Eliav Samouha 

Grade 3 

Jacob Lederman 

Dovid Silber 

Grade 8 

Meir Kivelevitz 



 

Grade 2 

Yosef Dashiff (LK) 

Noah Haibi (GS) 

Joshua Nagel (LK) 

Yehuda Perles (GS) 

Boruch Segal (GS) 

Reuven Silber (GS) 

Grade 3 

Tanny Chakov (LK) 

Moshe Cohen (LK) 

Mordechai Freimark (LK) 

Ben Avi Gur (LK) 

Daniel Kenigsberg (LK) 

Josh Mikhli (LK) 

Grade 4 

Yitzchak Birnbaum (GS) 

Josh Chakov (LK) 

Adin Lopin (LK) 

Eli Rodionov (GS) 

Michael Weisman (GS) 

Grade 5 

Shimon Abitbol (LK) 

Yehuda Bentsur (LK) 

Yoni Hill (GS) 

Menachem Eiloz (LK) 

Natanel Kohen (LK) 

Yaakov Korchak (LK) 

 

 Grade 7 

Binyamin Silber (LK) 

Shimon Steingold (LK) 
Grade 8 

Noach Birnbaum (LK) 

LK = Limudei Kodesh  

GS = General Studies 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

LAST CHANCE  
 

TO REGISTER  
 

FOR 
 

CODING AND/OR 
 

CHESS CLUB 
 

EXTENDED TO MONDAY,  
 

JANUARY 7, 2019  (final) 
 

SEE NEXT PAGE . . .  



 









 

 

Dear Parents, 

The central theme of Yeshiva Derech HaTorah is the study of Torah.  Each day that the 
Yeshiva is in session, our talmidim are engrossed in the study of Torah, each at their own 
level, from Pre-School through 12th Grade. 

Yeshiva Derech HaTorah invites you to become an active participant in our daily Torah 
study by sponsoring a day, week, month or full year of learning.  Sponsorships can be 
made in honor of an anniversary or birthday, for a refuah shleimah for someone in 
need, or to commemorate the Yahrtzeit of a loved one.  The names for whom the day's 
learning is being sponsored will be posted in each classroom.   

You can sponsor: 

 A day of learning for $72 
 A week of learning for $360 

 A month of learning for $720 
 A year of learning for $5000 

 
For further information, please contact Joel Weisblum in the Financial Office.  Your sup-
port will help to strengthen the study of Torah at Yeshiva Derech HaTorah. 

Please tear off and send in to the Yeshiva Office. 

 

 
 

 

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

In Honor / Memory of:__________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Occasion: ____________________________________ 

Check Enclosed: ________ 

CREDIT CARD 

Account Type:   Visa       MasterCard     

                        AMEX     Discover         

Cardholder Name ____________________________ 

Account Number  ____________________________ 

Expiration Date    _________       SCS  __________ 

● ●



YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
 

Thank you for your interest in the YDHWO.  The Executive Board members are happy to welcome 
new volunteers and we are interested in hearing your input.  Please complete the following infor-
mation. 
 
Name: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
What grades are your children in? 
_____________________________________________________ 
Are you interested in becoming a class mother? 
__________________________________________ 
Email address: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone Number: 
________________________________________________________________ 
When are you available to volunteer? 
__________________________________________________ 
Which projects are you interested in? (Circle all that apply.) Please note that some have daytime 
commitments while others have evening commitments. 
 
Chanukah Boutique  Mishloach Manot   Mother’s Day Flowers 
 
Plant Sale   Grade – Specific events  BINGO  
   
End-of-the-year Event Father’s Day gifts   Supperette 
 
Would you be interested in sponsoring any program? ____________________________________ 
 
Do you have any goods or services you would be willing to donate? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any suggestions for other programs? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________ 
 
We are always interested in hearing your suggestions and we look forward to greeting you person-
ally at our next event. 
 
 



 
YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
To facilitate the ordering of Chessed Dollars, we would appreciate your using this order form.  It should be 
sent with your son or mailed back to Mrs. Sima Sabo (1st floor office), or you may email her at 
ssabo@ydh.org.  We will have your order for next-day pick-up.  Special orders (over) may take up to a 
week. 
 
Listed below are the gift certificates which are always available.  Please indicate the amounts you are or-
dering next to each one.  Payments by check (made payable to YDHWO) must be enclosed.  If you are 
paying by cash, you must pay at time of receipt. 
 
Thank you. 
 
DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
 
 

   CHESSED   $ _______ 

   SHOPRITE      _______ 

   HOME DEPOT     _______ 

   OLD NAVY      _______ 

   BARNES & NOBLE     _______ 

   BLOOMINGDALES     _______ 

   MACYS      _______ 

   STOP & SHOP     _______ 

   SAKS 5TH AVENUE     _______         

   STAMPS      _______     (SHEET OF 10 FOR $5.00) 

   SPECIAL ORDER: 

        ___________________    _______ 

        ___________________    _______ 

        ___________________    _______ 

          _______ TOTAL 

 

 

 

NAME _________________________________CLASS___ TEL. # ___________DATE _________ 


