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Dvar Torah — Nitzavim

T
Monday-Tuesday,
9/26-9/27
Rosh Hashanah
No School
****
Wednesday, 9/28
Tzom Gedalyah
Friday Schedule
****
TuesdayWednesday,
10/4-10/5
Yom Kippur—No
School
****
Sunday-Tuesday
10/9-10/18
Succot Vacation
No School
****
Monday, 10/24
Parent-Teacher
Orientation
Grades 1-8

he Midrash Rabba tells us, in this week’s Parsha (‘ד:‘)ח, that the Pasuk is enlightening
us regarding the painful price of not finishing a מצוה.

The Midrash cites an example found earlier in the Torah. After Yosef’s brothers decided
that Yosef deserved the death penalty, Yehuda tried to save Yosef. He proposed that the
brothers sell Yosef into slavery instead of killing him. The Midrash tells that Yehuda’s
wife and children died in his lifetime as a punishment for his not actually saving Yosef, and
thereby finishing the mitzvah he had begun. The Midrash testifies that had Yehuda
insisted that the brothers return Yosef to his father, they would have listened since he
represented the royal lineage among the tribes.
When the brothers decided to kill Yosef, they were not giving free reign to their passions.
They felt they were halachically required to kill him as per the ruling of the Bet Din they
convened. Yehuda, who apparently disagreed with their ruling, also acted logically when
he decided to wait and save Yosef. He weighed the facts and felt that his brothers would
not heed his call despite his royal status, so he suggested slavery. Yehuda made an honest
appraisal. Then why does the Midrash fault him for not finishing the mitzvah?
Apparently, the Midrash feels that had he had an even deeper, more profound appreciation
for the importance of finishing the mitzvah, he would have approached it with a slight bit
more zeal and indeed have finished it. He would have seen it in a different light and
realized that his brothers would have listened to him.
With Rosh Hashana around the corner, we may have begun our tshuva process and along
the way hit a snag. We have resolved to make significant changes in our attitudes and our
lives, but we seem to be stuck. Perhaps, it is more difficult than we thought? The
Midrash’s lesson to us is that we must fully appreciate the importance of finishing a
mitzvah we begin. If we feel the responsibility, it will open our eyes to a fresh perspective
on ourselves and our challenges in life. Realizing this potential is a key to tshuva.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish our entire YDH parent, students, and faculty
a כתיבה וחתימה טובה. May Hashem grant us the wisdom to appreciate His love for us and
our children and give us the ability to transmit to our children the fulfillment and
happiness that comes from a Torah life. May we all have a sweet, healthy, and wonderful
year.

From Mr. Joel Weisblum, YDH Executive Director
During a meeting in my office yesterday, with the windows facing Nostrand Avenue
open, it was often difficult to hear what someone was saying. The noise that was emanating from the street was incredible. Sirens blared, car horns blasted, the bass on the
car radio stopped at the red light pounded incessantly. It was the sound of outdoor
Brooklyn in all its glory.

Google the word “sound”. You will find over 6.6 billion results. If a person were able
to peruse each result of that search for merely one second, it would take 185 years to
look at all of them. A similar Google search of the word “noise” yields one third the
results – a paltry 2.2 billion possible targets. It seems that 1/3 of all the possible
sounds are considered noise, something we have been taught has a negative connotation.
After my meeting was over I took a walk through the Yeshiva building. The Yeshiva is
a very busy place during the Summer months; an enormous amount of work is done to
prepare the building for the new school year. Although very busy, the majority of
sounds you will hear are the banging of hammers, whizzing of saw blades, buffing and
waxing of floors. All these sounds would easily be placed in the “noise” category. The
sounds I heard during my walk yesterday were completely different. They were the
sounds of children learning. Beautiful T’fillot from one classroom, joyous singing
from another, Mishnayot from a third, the Shofar blowing from yet another, and the
pervasive reminder from one of our 3K classes that the wheels on the bus still, indeed,
go round and round.
Without a doubt, the most beautiful sounds imaginable come from the sounds of children learning. I would hazard a guess that it didn’t even make the Google list of 6.6
billion. What a shame. On the other hand, we at the Yeshiva are incredibly lucky – we
get to hear it all the time.

On behalf of the staff of Yeshiva Derech HaTorah I would like to wish the entire YDH
family a K’Tivah VaChatimah Tovah. May the sounds of the shofar inspire us to ever
greater heights.

From Morah Amy Habshush, Grades 1 & 2 Hebrew
 ברוכים הבאים,שלום תלמידים
Welcome to ‘ כיתה אand the wonderful experience of learning Ivrit. Every
morning begins with “Boker Tov” and ends with “Shalom Kitah Alef”, and
your sons happily respond. The boys are excited about learning how to
communicate in Ivrit. Each day they learn new words and expressions (in
 )עבריתand have the opportunity to VOCALIZE and hear themselves and
their friends speak  עבריתIvrit. They speak, read, and have begun to
think in עברית. It’s a long process, but with songs, crafts and fun
activities, they find this learning experience more enjoyable. They are
proud of themselves and can’t wait to share it with you, by speaking
 עבריתat the Shabbat table.
‘ כיתה בgot off to a great start. We are building on the  עבריתskills they
acquired in ‘ כיתה אand are moving ahead. We read, write and speak
עברית, and welcomed two more students to our Tal Am series. There is a
great emphasis on sentence structure, expanding our vocabulary, and
identifying  זכר ונקבהeven when it is tricky (exceptions to the rule). Of
course, there are games, challenges, and arts & crafts that enhance our
learning.

שבת שלום ומבורך

* * * * * * שנה טובה ומבורכת

“Student of the Week” - 9/12-9/16

Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6

—
—
—
—
—
—

Eitan Dabah
Gabi Mihailevsky
Moshe Clark
Eliyahu Yosef Vaknin
Moshe Friedman
Baruch Segal (ELA), Menashe Mirkin (Math),
Noam Alba (Sci.), Reuven Silber (S.S.)
Grade 7 — Abe Ibrahim (ELA) & (Math),
David Silber (Sci.), Zoli Berchin (S.S.)
Grade 8 — Michael Weisman (ELA),
Danny Hofman (Math), Noah Davidovich (Sci.),
Joshua Chakov (S.S.)

ETEL GOLDSTEIN CHESED FUND
If you would like to acknowledge a simcha/honor,
or convey your condolences to someone,
the YDH Etel Goldstein Chesed Fund can do it for you.
Please send in the information and a $5.00 donation to the YDHWO,
c/o Mrs. Sima Sabo in the Financial Office.

Yeshiva Derech HaTorah
2810 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 258-4441 ● fax (718) 692-2285 ● www.ydh.org

Dear Parents,

The central theme of Yeshiva Derech HaTorah is the study of Torah. Each day that the
Yeshiva is in session, our talmidim are engrossed in the study of Torah, each at their own
level, from Pre-School through 12th Grade.
Yeshiva Derech HaTorah invites you to become an active participant in our daily Torah
study by sponsoring a day, week, month or full year of learning. Sponsorships can be
made in honor of an anniversary or birthday, for a refuah shleimah for someone in
need, or to commemorate the Yahrtzeit of a loved one. The names for whom the day's
learning is being sponsored will be posted in each classroom.

You can sponsor:
A day of learning for $72
A week of learning for $360
A month of learning for $720
A year of learning for $5000

•
•
•
•

For further information, please contact Joel Weisblum in the Financial Office. Your support will help to strengthen the study of Torah at Yeshiva Derech HaTorah.
Please tear off and send in to the Yeshiva Office.

Name: ______________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:__________________________
_____________________________________________
Occasion: ____________________________________
Check Enclosed: ________

CREDIT CARD
Account Type:  Visa
 MasterCard
 AMEX  Discover
Cardholder Name ____________________________
Account Number ____________________________
Expiration Date

_________

SCS __________

YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION

Dear Parents:
To facilitate the ordering of Chessed Dollars, we would appreciate your using this order form. It should be
sent with your son or mailed back to Mrs. Sima Sabo (1st floor office), or you may email her at
ssabo@ydh.org. We will have your order for next-day pick-up. Special orders may take up to a week.
Listed below are the gift certificates which are always available. Please indicate the amounts you are ordering next to each one. Payments by check (made payable to YDHWO) must be enclosed. If you are paying
by cash, you must pay at time of receipt.
Thank you.

DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
CHESSED

$ _______

SHOPRITE

_______

HOME DEPOT

_______

OLD NAVY

_______

BARNES & NOBLE

_______

BLOOMINGDALES

_______

MACYS

_______

STOP & SHOP

_______

SAKS 5TH AVENUE

_______

STAMPS

_______

(SHEET OF10 FOR $5.80)

SPECIAL ORDER:
___________________

_______

___________________

_______

___________________

_______
_______

TOTAL

NAME _________________________________CLASS______ TEL. # _______________DATE _________

