SOCIO-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT






To experience a sense of self-esteem
Identify oneself as a member of a specific family and cultural group
Demonstrate confidence in one’s abilities and growth
Transition to new setting/event
Two class plays performed each year, parents, grandparents invited

To exhibit a positive attitude towards life
Demonstrate trust in adults yet knowing how and when to break away
and stand independently
Demonstrate interest and participate in class activities
To demonstrate cooperative, pro social behavior
Accept responsibility for ones actions
Respect the rights of others
Share toys and materials
Resolve conflicts with brains not hands

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT




To acquire learning and problem solving skills
Show curiosity and a desire to learn
Use planning skills
Use creativity and imagination
Use graphs to gather information
To expand logical thinking skills
Classify objects by similarities and differences (ex: shells, coins, beads)
Recall a sequence of events (i.e. first, second, last)
Recognize and repeat patterns
Know number names and sequence and count to 100
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Kriah
Fuency in:
Recognizing and naming all of the ב- אand their sounds
Recognizing and labeling all of the  נקודותand their sounds
Reading one and two syllable words with fluency



Social Studies
Identify routines
Understand yesterday, today, tomorrow
Know days of the week, months of the year
Understand change of envoirement: as watch plant grow, water
freeze, ice melt



Literacy
Acquire a love of books
Listen to a story and answer comprehensive questions
Recognize pictures and text on page/cereal box/sign
Recognize sight words
Label objects in the classroom
Word wall



Language literacy
Recall words in song or finger play
Express feeling, opinions
Ask questions
Phonemic awareness through song, chants and rhyme
Introduction to the alphabetic principle
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT





Gross motor skills:
Walk up and down steps using alternate feet
Jump over objects
Throw an object in the intended direction
Fine motor skills:
Complete puzzles, build with Legos
Pour liquids, zip
Use scissors, paintbrushes
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
Exhibit a sense of pride in Jewish identity.
Knowledge and celebration of Jewish cycles i.e. Rosh Chodesh, Yom
HaAtzmaut, Pessach.
Develop Jewish literacy skills including Alef Bet and Hebrew language.
Learn Parsha of the week every week with questions and prizes.
COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS
-

Weekly bulletin
Parent-teacher Orientation
Parent teacher Conference
Progress reports 3 times a year
Staff development and student Workshop on topics of child abuse
presented by Magenu
HEALTH & SAFETY

-

Security guard on premises
Enter building only after being buzzed in ; cameras on all floors
Nurse on premises during all school hours
Fire drills
Periodic nits check, vision screening
Matches are dangerous
Wear safety helmet when riding bikes
Seatbelt in car
Hold adult’s hand when crossing street
FIELD TRIPS

Visit to Jewish Children’s Museum -cultural
Bounce U gym, physical development
Zoo see, identify animals and their habitats
Farm animals, hands-on exhibit by Nature World
Seasonal and Chagei Hashana trips.
INDOOR SPECIAL EVENTS
Chicken egg incubation and hatching - one week
Caterpillar cocoon develops into butterflies.
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In keeping with our strong educational policy of encouraging our children to enjoy learning, develop curiosity for new activities and an ongoing thirst for knowledge, we afford the children new and exciting projects throughout their years in Yeshiva Derech haTorah Pre School:
Trips to:
Taschlich
Bounce U
Prospect Park Zoo
Jewish Children’s Museum
Brooklyn Aquarium
Matzah Bakery
Make Bracha on blossoming fruit tree
In-house projects:
Kindergarten children work on computer enrichment programs
Nature Show
Bringing in incubator and eggs, watch chickens hatch
Bringing in caterpillars and observe butterflies emerge
Operation Occupation: parents describe their jobs
Stories by Sabba
Wonder Puppet show
Parsha Fair
Bracha store
Purim masquerade
Performances by children
Chanukah
Graduation
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A TYPICAL DAY IN THE YDH KINDERGARTEN
8:00-8:15

Breakfast

8:30-9:15

Sign in, free play, individual coaching on new letter of week

9:15-9:45

Tefilla, calendar. Weather

9:45-10:00

Healthy snack

10:00-10:40

Library/music

10:40-11:00

Introduce new Hebrew letter, sound of the week

11:00-11:40

Arts and crafts

11:40-12:00

Parsha of the week

12:00-12:30

Outdoor play/ gym free play

12:30-1:15

Hot lunch, Birkat Hamazon and short rest

1:15- 1:35

Review old, learn new letter of English alphabet

1:35-2:00

Story time

2:00-2:20

Theme of the week (ex: family, seasons Brachot)

2:20-2:40

Review of today, plan for tomorrow

2:40

Pack up, dismissal

Our program includes regular specials such as: Gym, Music, Library (that varies within the schedules.)
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ALL I EVER NEEDED TO KNOW I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN
By Robert Fulghum
Most of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to do and
how to be, I learned in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the
graduate school mountain but there in the sandbox at nursery school.
There are the things I learned: Share everything. Play Fair. Don’t hit people. Put things back where you found them. Clean up your own mess. Don’t
take things that are not yours. Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody.
Wash your hands before you eat. Flush. Warm cookies and cold milk are
good for you. Live a balanced life. Learn some and think some and draw and
paint and sing and dance and play and work every day some.
When you go take a walk, watch for traffic, hold hands and stick together.
Be aware of wonder. Remember the little seed in the plastic cup. The roots
go down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, but we
are all like that.
And then remember the book about Dick and Jane and the first word you
learned, the biggest word of them all: LOOK. Everything you need to know
is in there somewhere. The Golden Rule and love and basic sanitation. Ecology and politics and sane living.
Think of what a better world it would be if we all - the whole world - had
cookies and milk at 3 o’clock every afternoon and then lay down with our
blankets for a nap. Or if we had a basic policy in our nation and other nations to put things back where we found them and clean up your own messes. And it is still true, no matter how old you are, when you go out into the
world, it is the best to hold hands and stick together.
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