
   VOLUME 16                         NUMBER 2                       OCTOBER 15, 2021                         9 CHESHVAN 5782
                       CANDLE LIGHTING   5:57 PM 

YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH 
Family album 

 

 
D’Var Torah — Lech Lecha 

 
The Torah is flawless.  Any superfluous word or expression teaches us yet another 
lesson.  What, then, may be derived from Hashem’s instructions to Avraham to “leave 
his land”, and “his birthplace”, and “his father’s house”?  Wouldn’t it have been 
sufficient for Hashem to command Avraham to “to into the land that I show you”? 
 
Rav Ovadia Bartenura explains that the Torah is highlighting three factors that 
necessitated Avraham’s departure.  A person is primarily influenced by his countrymen, 
his relatives, and in particular his immediate family.  Therefore, Hashem’s instructions 
at the beginning of the Parsha encompasses all three factors that could jeopardize 
Avraham’s faith.  
 
The Bartenuras words teach us a shocking lesson. Let us consider, Avraham Avinu was 
the paragon of faith who discovered the Creator at the tender age of three, introduced 
monotheism to the world, shattered his father’s idols and made the supreme self-
sacrifice by walking into the fiery furnace rather than recant his faith in the Almighty. 
Avraham was the ultimate faithful servant to Hashem whose faith determined his every 
action. Yet we find that Avraham’s spiritual well being was in danger of being harmed 
by his neighbors. 
  
Furthermore, Avraham’s encounter with the furnace was precipitated by the slanderous 
remarks of his neighbors and these selfsame murderous enemies named by Hashem as 
his “countrymen” who would influence him adversely! The Bartenura is teaching us a 
frightening lesson about the effects of our environment on the individual. 
 
Society is capable of a two pronged threat to our Neshamot. Firstly, various groups try to 
convince us to betray our faith and market their ideals hoping to convince us to convert 
to their fold. While these people are dangerous, they are easy to spot. More dangerous is 
the second threat that is the passive infiltration of society’s lack of morals into our hearts 
and souls. We witness around us financial success and indulgence in material 
acquisitions and we are subtly invited to partake and then we forget our priorities. The 
seemingly innocent advertisement campaign surrounds us and innocently attacks our 
spirituality. What is the harm? No idols are worshiped! Its’s all good clean fun! 
 
The Bartenura is telling us that even someone on the spiritual level of Avraham Avinus 
is still in danger of the influences of those immoralities surrounding him – even a society 
that despised him. How much more so do we have to be aware of the of the influences 
surrounding us and protect ourselves by learning Hashem’s holy Torah. 

 

 
 
 

Thursday,11/11 
Veterans’ Day 

Teacher  
Conferences 
NO SCHOOL 

 
**** 

 

Thursday-
Sunday 

11/25-11/28 
Thanksgiving 

Recess 
NO SCHOOL 
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                                                From Mr. Yehuda Goldstein, General Studies Principal 

“Reading is fundamental”. There is truth in that old adage, in both the practical sense, as well as in 

that famous play on words we all know — “Reading is (indeed) fun…damental”.  We all know, intui-

tively and from empirical evidence, that the more we read, the more enhanced the “wiring” and 

“synapse firing” in our brains actually and physically become, especially at early ages. This applies to 

our mind’s command of language, its level of analytical thinking, and certainly with the basic acquisi-

tion of new knowledge. But for a child, especially a child attending school, another pivotal dimension 

comes into play, and that is his sense of emotional well-being. Children grow in self-confidence in 

proportion to their successes. And…we all know another adage, “Knowledge is Power.” 

To this end, we have, over the years, introduced reading incentive programs at YDH including, 

“The Great Summer Reading Challenges”, “Passport to Reading”, “Read to Succeed”, “The Reading Roller Coast-

er”, “Reading Rockets…”, and “Classroom Book Clubs”. These projects have all met with varying degrees of success in 

promoting independent recreational reading. But…

they all take… or took…place at school. We need to 

succeed in having our students internalize the joy 

and pleasure that is intrinsic to good reading as 

well as that sense of contentment felt when reading 

satisfies a thirst for information about things for 

which they truly care to know more!  And here is 

where we, sadly, fail!!!... Distraction!!!   As the kids 

see it, School is the place for books and hard work 

and lessons! And…reading?…well, it’s just part of 

all that. After school, comes the period of “Down – 

Time” when kids can and should be - just kids.  How 

in the world can we overcome this enormously damag-

ing perception that reading is a chore, one that is re-

spected, understood, and even accepted by students, 

yet is still perceived by them as – dare I say – a neces-

sary evil! 

Clearly, as teachers and parents, we are struggling, here, with the question of how to get 21st Century students who are rou-

tinely engaged in relentless digital stimulation as their “down-time” form of recreation or leisure, to also share this time 

(“Recreation or leisure” ) - even if just for a little bit of it - with that timeless gift we call reading. To be sure, there are nu-

merous research studies on the question of whether digital stimulation is, in itself, good or bad, in the context of child devel-

opment.  Surprisingly, some studies even show that there are developmental benefits. These include skills such as problem 

solving, hand-eye coordination, multi – tasking, 

and others with considerable value. While the re-

search results are debatable, one fact is not!…

gaming can become... and often is... addic-

tive!!!... to adults and especially to children. As 

parents you are tasked with the unenviable re-

sponsibility of making choices for your children to 

keep them within the delicate balance of happy 

and wholesome! In this article, my intention is 

not to be an advisor on this question. I am not an 

educational psychologist and am not qualified to 

do so. As an experienced educator, however, I 

know children. Chazal teach us that almost every-

thing is permitted but even then, only within lim-

its. Alcohol is permitted ... but within limits. All 

emotions are permitted ... but within limits.     

  

            (continued)  



 
This principle applies broad spectrum. When gaming or any other activity is excessive, there will ultimately be a 

high cost. With students, that can be obsession, loss of focus during class, going to sleep really late, sneaking at 

late hours to play games for hours without parents’ 

knowledge, and certainly missing homework / pre-

test studying and neglecting any type of reading. 

All of these are definitely not such good outcomes 

and may happen if left uncontrolled. These are 

facts verified by experience and studies. And here 

is where READING becomes the remedy!  

 

Kids DO need leisure time or “down-time” after a 

long hard day at school. That need is real and 

should be respected! But it should not come at a 

cost. Reading does not only rewire the brain 

with amazing thinking skills, knowledge, and 

inspiration, but it can also bring joy and satis-

faction – Hey! it’s really great FUN! In fact, it 

CAN, itself, be a form of leisure time / down – 

time given a chance! 

 

This article is an appeal to all concerned parties. Let us begin to see the activity of “Reading by our children” 

and / or “Reading by parents to / with children” not as a peripheral activity - a sort of footnote to homework. 

Instead, let us increasingly see it as the 

primary driver for student academic suc-

cess that it is! The limits or restrictions you 

make for your children’s use of time is your 

rightful choice as his parent. But…it is imper-

ative that part of that time be dedicated to 

recreational READING!.. every night! The 

statistics are clear. Twenty minutes or so of 

recreational reading every night results in ex-

ponential growth of knowledge, vocabulary, 

multi-faceted skills, and self-confidence rela-

tive to those students who read only at school. 

AND…it is so much fun!                                                       

Reading is indeed FUNDAMENTAL! 

 

I wholeheartedly invite parents to partner with 

me and the faculty in this endeavor to have our 

students – your children - perceive READING 

as the gift that it truly is and to find in it a place for joy that it truly provides. Ideas, experiences, suggestions, recom-

mendations are truly welcome! Feel free to call or email. 718 258 4441, x17, or ygoldstein@ydh.org. 



ETEL GOLDSTEIN CHESED FUND 
 

If you would like to acknowledge a simcha/honor,   
or convey your condolences to someone,  

the YDH Etel Goldstein Chesed Fund can do it for you.   
 

Please send in the information and a $5.00 donation to the YDHWO,  
c/o Mrs. Sima Sabo in the Financial Office. 

From Mrs. A. Newmark, 1st Grade - General Studies 
 

First Graders “Fall” into first place while learning about the changing seasons. 
  
Did you know that squirrels have been known to plant oak trees with acorn seeds they col-
lect? 
  
We’re making strides in our writing now.  Our students have grasped the concept of for-
mulating complete sentences, using their own ideas.  We’ll be putting those skills right to 
work when practicing the steps of the writing process. 
  
We expect our First Graders to even publish their very own personal narrative books this 
term!  b’Eezrat Hashem. 
  
With all the learning seeds that are being planted in our class, we can’t wait for them to 
take root and truly grow! 



    “Student of the Month” -   

 

Grade 1 —  
Grade 2 —  
Grade 3 —  
Grade 4 —  
Grade 5 —  
Grade 6 —  
Grade 7 —  
 
 
 

 
“Talmid HaShavuah” - 10/4 -10/8 

 
 

Grade 1 — Gavriel Mihailevsky, Elie Mos-
kovitz 
Grade 2 — Aharon Ellman, Eitan Sandler 
Grade 3 — Benny Simchon 
Grade 4 — Moshe Friedman, Yedidyah To-
kayer 
Grade 5 — Dov Deutsch, Menashe Mirkin 
Grade 6 — Rafoel Friedman, David Kaplin 
Grade 7 — Zev Deutsch 
Grade 8 — Yaakov Yoel Fridman 
 

 
“Student of  the Week” - 10/4 - 10/8 

 
 

Grade 1 — Noam Ferman 
Grade 2 — Ari Ellman 
Grade 3 — Aaron Wolf 
Grade 4 — Moshe B. Friedman 
Grade 5 — David Avisara 
Grade 6 — Zol Berchin (ELA), Abe Ibrahim 
(Math), Max Kornblum (Sci.) 
Grade 7 — Mozy Rose (ELA), Yitzchak 
Birnbaum (Math), Henry Madnick (Sci.) 
Grade 8 — Akiva Simchon (ELA), Shimon 
Abitbol (Math), Sammy Shafir (Sci.) 



 

 
YESHIVA  DERECH HATORAH 

 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
Teacher:  Mr. R. Weitz 

 

“SPORTSMAN  OF  THE  WEEK”  
                           Week of 10/4-10/7/21     

 
                                GRADE    STUDENT 
 
    K3 - N    No class that week   
 
    K3 - Y    Henny Shmueli      
     
    UPK - C    Lital Clark      
         
    UPK - G                              Esther Rosenfeld                        
                       
    PRE-1A    JoJo Korman 
                     
    FIRST    Shraga Gold 
        
    SECOND    Yehuda Abitbol     
      
    THIRD    Mordechai Simon     
  
                    FOURTH    Yehuda Chandler    
                         
    FIFTH    Joshua Nagel 
               
    SIXTH    Jsohua Mikhli      
 
    SEVENTH   Henry Madnick    
  
    EIGHTH    Akiva Simchon     
      
 
  
 

                                        
    
     



 
 
 

      
 
 
 

YDH HIGH SCHOOL  
@ LAUNCH TRAMPOLINE PARK 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

      
 
 

 
 
 

 
Great food Great company @ YDHHS MISHMOR 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 





 



 

 

Dear Parents, 

The central theme of Yeshiva Derech HaTorah is the study of Torah.  Each day that the 
Yeshiva is in session, our talmidim are engrossed in the study of Torah, each at their own 
level, from Pre-School through 12th Grade. 

Yeshiva Derech HaTorah invites you to become an active participant in our daily Torah 
study by sponsoring a day, week, month or full year of learning.  Sponsorships can be 
made in honor of an anniversary or birthday, for a refuah shleimah for someone in 
need, or to commemorate the Yahrtzeit of a loved one.  The names for whom the day's 
learning is being sponsored will be posted in each classroom.   

You can sponsor: 

• A day of learning for $72 
• A week of learning for $360 

• A month of learning for $720 
• A year of learning for $5000 

 
For further information, please contact Joel Weisblum in the Financial Office.  Your sup-
port will help to strengthen the study of Torah at Yeshiva Derech HaTorah. 

Please tear off and send in to the Yeshiva Office. 

 

 
 

 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 

In Honor / Memory of:__________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Occasion: ____________________________________ 

Check Enclosed: ________ 

CREDIT CARD 

Account Type:   Visa       MasterCard     

                        AMEX     Discover         

Cardholder Name ____________________________ 

Account Number  ____________________________ 

Expiration Date    _________       SCS  __________ 

Yeshiva Derech HaTorah 

2810 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(718) 258-4441 ● fax (718) 692-2285 ● www.ydh.org 



 
YESHIVA DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
To facilitate the ordering of Chessed Dollars, we would appreciate your using this order form.  It should be 
sent with your son or mailed back to Mrs. Sima Sabo (1st floor office), or you may email her at 
ssabo@ydh.org.  We will have your order for next-day pick-up.  Special orders may take up to a week. 
 
Listed below are the gift certificates which are always available.  Please indicate the amounts you are order-
ing next to each one.  Payments by check (made payable to YDHWO) must be enclosed.  If you are paying 
by cash, you must pay at time of receipt. 
 
Thank you. 
 
DERECH HATORAH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
 
 
   CHESSED   $ _______ 

   SHOPRITE      _______ 

   HOME DEPOT     _______ 

   OLD NAVY      _______ 

   BARNES & NOBLE     _______ 

   BLOOMINGDALES     _______ 

   MACYS      _______ 

   STOP & SHOP     _______ 

   SAKS 5TH AVENUE     _______         

   STAMPS      _______     (SHEET OF10 FOR $5.80) 

   SPECIAL ORDER: 

        ___________________    _______ 

        ___________________    _______ 

        ___________________    _______ 

          _______ TOTAL 

 

 

 

NAME _________________________________CLASS______ TEL. # _______________DATE _________ 


